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Fanny Laina Tussifa, (2021) : A Study on the First Grade Students’ 
Understanding of Personal Pronouns 
in English Reading Texts at SMPN 1 
Singingi 
 
The problem of this research was to know how well the students’ of SMPN 1 
Singingi in Understanding personal pronouns in a text at SMPN 1 Singingi is. The 
research was conducted at SPMN 1 Singingi from Februari 3
rd
 to Februari 27
th
, 2021.  
The population of this research  was 40 students of two classes and researcher took 20 
students of one class as the sample. This research was quantitaive- descriptive 
research. Researcher used fill-in-the-blank text test to collect the data. In analyzing 
the data, researcher collected and classified each item of the test and multiplied them 
by standardizing the scores that had been determined before. The next step was 
counted the percentage of the level of the students’ ability in using personal 
pronouns. From the research findings, researcher found that the test was gained 1545 
from total scores of all the students who joined the test. The average of students' 
scores was 77,25 and the sum of the total scores was 85%. It means that most of the 
students did well on the test and understood personal pronouns in reading text.  




Fanny Laina Tussifa, (2021) : Penelitian terhadap kemampuan siswa 
tingkat pertama di SMPN 1 Singingi dalam 
memahami kata ganti orang dalam text 
Bahasa Inggris.  
 
Latar belakang penelitian adalah untuk mengetahui seberapa jauh pemahaman 
siswa mengenai kata ganti orang dalam text bahasa inggris. Penelitian dilaksanakan 
mulai dari tanggal 3 Februari sampai tanggal 27 Februari 2021 di SMPN 1 Singingi. 
Jumalh populasi penelitian ini ada 40 siswa dari 2 kelas dan peneliti mengambil 20 
siswa dari 1 kelas sebagai sampel. Jenis penelitian ini adalah deskriptif kuantitatif. 
Peneliti menggunakan test isian kosong dalam mengambil data penelitian. Dalam 
menganalisa data, peneliti mengumpulkan dan mengolah data dengan menggunakan 
standar nilai yang telah ditentukan sebelumnya. Langkah selanjutnya menyajikan data 
dalam bentuk persentase tentang kemampuan pemahaman siswa terhadap kata ganti 
orang dalam bahasa inggris. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian, dari jumlah total nilai 1545 
dari seluruh siswa. Rata-rata nilai siswa adalah 77,25 dengan persentase 85%. Itu 
artinya siswa paham terhadap ganti orang dalam Bahasa Inggris.  
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A. The Background of  the Problem 
Nowadays, English becomes an essential language subject to education 
issues in Indonesia. Indonesian students learn English from elementary school up 
to university. By learning the English language, they wish can good communicate, 
and become more confident in English.  Many young learners face difficulties 
understand English as their second language, which is different from their 
language, Bahasa. 
In learning English, there are four skills that students need to learning, 
namely: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Listening and reading skills that 
involve receiving messages are include as receptive skills. Speaking and writing 
skills that involve language production are a part of productive skills. Reading is a 
way to draw information from the text and to form an interpretation of that 
information. This statement does not tell us much about what happens when 
readers read and know a way to comprehend a text. Sometimes, students may 
know most of the vocabulary and understand the concept of a text but they may 
not follow the specific development of the text, new information presents, or the 
arguments are made. The process of education at school cannot be apart from the 
output of education itself. One of the educational substances which have an 
important role to determine graduation quality is a curriculum. So, the quality of 





Nowadays, The National Education Department has changed the previous 
curriculum- School-Based Curriculum (SBC) 2006 – with the one called 2013 
Curriculum. In the implementation of the 2013 curriculum, there are three related 
dimensions. They are planning, teaching-learning process, and learning 
evaluation. Based on the 2013 Curriculum, English subject is aimed to develop 
students’ capability in communicative competence in interpersonal, transactional, 
and functional through written and spoken language. In this research, the 
researcher concerns about students' capability in the written aspect through 
reading text.  
According to Rosniati Lubis in Scanlon (2010 p.9), reading is a complex 
process that requires analysis, coordination, and interpretation of some 
information. While Urquhart & Weir in William Grabe (1998 p.22)
 
define reading 
as the process of receiving and interpreting information encoded in language from 
the medium of print. Reading becomes main because it will bring some 
advantages. By reading, students will gain a lot of information from various 
sources that can add their insights to the world and its development.  
They also get more additional knowledge that has not been gained from 
the teacher's explanations at school. The information that is acquired can be 
important information that they need to know. Moreover, about everything that 
happened or something they do not know before, which will enrich their 
knowledge about everything. Sometimes, reading notice as a simple activity, but 
actually, it is a complex activity. It is not just spoken of symbols that form of 





forward to observing, understand, and think. In conclusion, the readers should be 
able to understand the message of the author.  
Descriptive text is one of the texts taught in the first grade in junior high 
school. According to Gerot and Wignell in Jayanti (2019:3) descriptive text is a 
text type we use when we want to tell how something looks, smells, feels, acts, 
tastes, sounds, etc. Gerot and Wignell in Jayanti (2019:3) add that there are two 
generic structures of descriptive text; namely, identification and description. In 
identification, the learners will identify the phenomenon or subject that is going to 
describe. While, description, the learners will describe specific parts, qualities, 
and characteristics of an object that is being described. They also explain the 
grammatical features (language features-simple present tense, action verb and 
adjectives- vocabulary, and mechanics) of descriptive text. Related to the idea 
above, there are some indicators of English descriptive text, that is generic 
structure (identification and description) and grammatical features (language 
features- simple present tense, action, verb, adjectives- vocabulary and mechanics. 
The subject of this research is the first grade of junior high school and the 
researcher focus on this research is the students' ability in understanding the 
language feature (pronoun) of descriptive text.  
Based on the preliminary research at SMPN 1 Singingi, many students 
have difficulties in analyzing reading comprehension. First, students still used 
their traditional reading way, that is, still focus on printed symbols (words), 
finding difficult words. Second, they also did not know how to use the personal 





have tried to comprehend the text by reading it many times but they failed because 
they did not know its meaning. So, students could not find good impressions from 
the text they read then they did not realize what they read.  
In some cases, students may not be fully familiar with the overall genre 
expectation of certain types of texts. Students recognize and are aware that 
something is not working the way they expect, but they do not know why. 
Reading is a skill that is highly valued by students and teachers alike. Students 
almost get texts in their studies. The text can be difficult or easy, depending on the 
factor inherent in the text, on the relationship between the text and the knowledge 
and abilities of the reader, and on the activities in which the reader is engaged. 
The text in reading material can be articles, advertisements, folktales, myths, 
legends, hero tales, or short stories that exist easily in newspapers or magazines.   
Based on the interview, the researcher concludes that there are two 
problems students faces in understanding personal pronouns.  First, students have 
difficulties understanding personal pronouns in their English sentences is difficult 
to identify the function of the personal pronoun in the text whether it is used as the 
subject, possessive pronoun, possessive adjective, or as the object. Second, when 
students have already understood personal pronouns, they are still confused about 
the time, when they should use the subject or object pronoun. Based on this 
reason, the researcher chooses personal pronouns as the main topic of this 
research because the students are still confused to evolve between subject and 





Based on the explanation above, the researcher is interested in studying 
students understanding of personal pronouns at the first-grade of SMPN 1 
Singingi in learning vocabularies, entitled, “A Study on The First Grade 
Students’ Understanding of Personal Pronouns in English Reading Texts at 
SMPN 1 Singingi”. 
B. The Problem 
1. Identification of the Problem 
Based on the background of the problem, it is well-argued that most 
of the seventh-grade students at the State Junior High School l Singingi, 
Regency of Kuantan Singingi still got some difficulty in understanding 
personal pronouns. As being stated before, the problems are identified as 
follows: 
a. Why are some students unable to identify the correct pronoun to be 
used in a sentence? 
b. Why did some students still have difficulties in learning grammar? 
2. Limitation of the Problem 
Based on the explanation above, it is important to limit the problems 
in this research. The researcher will only focus on studying the first-grade 
students’ ability in understanding personal pronouns in reading text. 
3. The Formulation of Problem 
Based on the background and limitation above, so the researcher 





a. How well are the students of SMPN 1 Singingi in understanding 
personal pronouns in a text? 
C. Objective and Significance of the Research 
1. Objectives of the Research 
Based on the research questions above, the objective of this research 
states as follows: 
a. To know how well the students of SMPN 1 Singingi in Understanding 
personal pronouns in a text at SMPN 1 Singingi?  
2. Significant of the Research  
This research can be worthwhile for teaching and learning English. It 
expects to give some contribution to the English teacher, English teaching, 
and so on. The benefactions are as follows: 
a. To give a positive contribution to the students to know the capabilities 
of students in understanding personal pronouns in reading text.  
b. As an assessment instrument for the teacher to fix the problems of 
students in understanding the using of the personal pronoun in reading 
text, so that the teacher can find better methods and strategies to 
improve students understanding in using the personal pronoun in 
reading text.   
c. In this research, it is needed to do action research to improve students' 







D. The Reasons for Choosing the Title 
The reasons why the writer chooses the title in researching topic “the 
study on the first-grade students’ understanding of personal pronouns in 
reading text at SMPN 1 Singingi" are based on some considerations below:    
a. The researcher wants to know how well is the students' understanding 
of personal pronouns 
b. The topic is relevant to the writer as one of the students of the English 
Education Divison 
c. As far as the writer is concerned, this research title has never been 
conducted by any researchers 
E. Definition of Key Terms 
To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about this title, it is 
necessary to explain the terms used in this research; the words are as follows: 
1. Study  
    According to the Oxford dictionary (2008 p.441) state, a study is a 
piece of research that examines a subject in detail. In addition, the study is 
the act or process of applying the mind to acquire knowledge or 
understanding, as by reading, investigating, or reflection.  
2. Understanding 
    According to the Oxford dictionary (2008 p.483) states that 
understand is known or realize the meaning of words, a language. 
Understanding is a psychological process related to an abstract or physical 





about it and use concepts to deal adequately with that object. 
Understanding is often, though not always, related to learning concepts, 
and sometimes also the theories associated with those concepts.  
3. Personal Pronoun 
A Personal pronoun is a pronoun to be replaced a noun or a noun 
phrase that makes that noun or noun phrase is clear from the context. 
Williams (2005 p.61) argues. Pronouns that replace a duplicated noun are 
referred to as personal or common pronouns. Personal pronouns are short 
words used to represent people or things. The personal pronouns are I, 
you, he, she, it, we, and they. They are primarily used to avoid repetitions.  
4.  Reading 
 Reading is a complex process that requires analysis, coordination, 
and interpretation (Scanlon, 2010 p.8). According to Snown (2002 p.11), 
reading comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting and 
constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with written 
language. Reading is the process of looking at a series of written symbols 
and getting definitions from them. When we read, we use our eyes to 
receive written signs (letters, punctuation marks, and spaces) then we use 
our brain to convert them into words, sentences, and paragraphs that 







A. The Theoretical Framework 
1. The Nature of Descriptive Text 
 According to Corbett (1983), descriptive text is one of the expository 
writing. The description draws a picture, tries to convey the sound, taste, and 
smell of things or objects. Tompkins (1994) and Stanley (1988) states that 
descriptive text is like painting pictures with words. By reading a descriptive 
text, readers feel that they see the description just like they see pictures. The 
descriptive text has the purpose to describe an object or a person that the 
writer is interested in. 
 Friedman (2010) defines that descriptive details mean to grab the 
reader’s attention. A descriptive text is considered as the simplest and easiest 
writing form compared to narrative, recount, or procedure, particularly for the 
beginning writers. Furthermore, a descriptive text is considered as the 
simplest and easiest writing form compared to the narrative, recount, or 
procedure, particularly for the beginning writers (Ellis et. al., 1989). it allows 
students to share interesting impressions of a person, a place, or an object 
surrounding them (Troyka, 1987). 
 The researcher defines descriptive as a text contently with basically 





a. Generic Structures of English Descriptive Text 
 The generic structure of descriptive text contains definitions and 
descriptions. The description consists of a description of the purpose, 
description of features and their use, description of physical features, 
description of people, description of properties and interesting facts, 
and description of evidence today. Gerot and Wignell (1994: 208) and 
Yusak (2004: 49) add their opinion about generic structures of 
descriptive text. They say that there are two generic structures of 
descriptive text as follows: 
1) Identification 
 Identification is necessary to avoid having a general 
statement. It means that a writer needs to identify which 
particular thing. In this case, it identifies a phenomenon or a 
subject that is going to be described. The subject can be a 
person, thing, or place. Masruri (2010: 1) adds that 
identification is a part of a paragraph that introduces or 
identifies the character. If a student writes an identification part 
clearly, he/she will develop the ideas easily in the description 
part. It means that the sentence or paragraph can guide the 
student to organize and develop ideas to be good writing. 
2) Description 
 It describes specifically parts, qualities, and characteristics 





Masruri (2010: 1) adds that description is a part of a paragraph 
that describes the character. So, the writer describes all 
information related to the topic. 
b. The Grammatical Features of English Descriptive Text 
1). Language Features (simple present tense, action verb, and 
adjective)  
According to Personality (2011: 1), "the language 
features of descriptive text are the use of the simple present 
tense because it tells the object description, use of the adjective 
to clarify the noun/, for example, a beautiful girl, a handsome 
man, the famous place in Bengkulu, and use of action verb to 
show activity (the activity can clear) for example use, write, 
bring, etc. The simple present tense is the most popular in use. 
It is due to the factual nature of a descriptive text. In this case, 
it is one of the tenses which is students should master in 
writing English descriptive text. If the students master it, they 
are easier to express ideas in good writing. Azar (2005) states; 
Simple present tense has patterns they are; 1)verbal sentence, 
and 2)nominal sentence. 
Furthermore, using an adjective in writing English 
descriptive text is up to the writer to create excitement, 
interest, and beauty with their words. It means that adjectives 





information so that the writer's meaning is clear to the reader. 
According to Parrot (2004: 18), adjectives are a class of words 
often called describing words because they provide 
information about the qualities of something described in 
nouns, noun phrases, or clauses. 
2.  The Nature of Pronoun 
According to Eckersley (1980 p.91) says that pronoun is one of the 
parts of speech. The pronoun is the word used in a place of noun or noun 
phrase, such as he, me, them, and hers. Pronouns are a structured class 
whose members serve as substitutions forms noun phrases. The noun 
phrase for which a pronoun substitute is called the antecedent of the 
pronoun. The subcategories of pronouns serve as substitution forms to 
different degrees.   
Abia in Nkopuruk (2013 p.2) sees the pronouns as those words 
used in place of the nouns to avoid unnecessary repetition. In other 
words, a Pronoun is a grammatical item used in substitute for a noun or 
noun group. 
Example: The two hungry teenage boys are eating apples.  
They are eating some apples. Word they replaces the noun 
phrase the two hungry teenage boys.  






John admired her. The word the woman who dared to stand 
up against the dictator is substituted with the word her. 
a. possessive pronoun   as premodifier of the noun phrase: 
      my, our, your, her, its, their  
      as head of a noun phrase: 
 mine, ours, his, hers, theirs, yours  
Example:  This pen is mine. Mine is ownership of this pen.  
I wash my car every day. My must be accompanied 
by the noun car because it cannot stand alone.   
b. Demonstrative pronoun: this, that, these, those  
Example:  Some new historical fossil books have been in the 
library.  
Those books often are inquired by students and 
lecturers.  
     A blue pen was left out of the class.  
      This pen is mine. 
c. Reflexive pronoun: myself, ourselves, yourself, himself, herself, 
itself, themselves 
Example:  I will personally see to it. Myself is for emphasis the 
sentence the pronoun is as a postmodifier.  
The boy blamed himself. Himself refers to the subject the boy. 
d. Interrogative pronoun: who, whom, whose, which, what 





     Which do you pick?  
      Which chair did you pick? 
3. Personal Pronoun 
  According to Mellie and Panlene (1976 p.287), personal pronouns 
show their forms, whether they refer to the speaker, those spoken to, or 
those spoken about. Michael Swam (1995 p.431) says personal pronouns 
are used when it is necessary to use or repeat a more exact noun phrase. 
  English that is commonly used today has seven personal pronouns, 
they are: 
a) First-person singular (I)  
b) First-person plural (we) 
c) Second-person singular and plural (you) 
d) Third-person singular human or animate female (she) 
e) Third-person singular human or animate male (he) 
f) Third-person singular inanimate (it) 
g) Third-person plural (they) 
The form of a personal pronoun depends on the function of the 
personal pronoun Itself. The subject and object personal pronoun can be 
seen in the following table: 
Table II.1 
Types of Personal Pronouns 
 





I Me My Mine Myself 





She Her Her Hers Herself 
He Him His His Himself 
It It Its  Itself 
We Us Our Ours Ourself 
You pl. You Your Yours Yourself 
They Them Their Theirs Themselves 
Neutral reflexive – oneself or one’s self 
Types of Personal Pronouns According to Frank (1972 p.19) 
From the table above, it can be explained that speech naturally 
presupposes people, they are: a person who speaks and a person who is 
spoken to (Eckserley, 1973:97) in other words, the word I and we are 
pronouns of the first person. I is called the first-person singular form, 
while we is called the first person of plural form. You is the pronoun of the 
second person. Beyond these two persons, persons or things that are 
spoken about are called the third-person plural form; they are he, she, and 
it. And they are called the third-person singular forms. 
Example:   
Incorrect: John is my teacher. John is in the classroom 
Correct: John is my teacher. He is in the classroom. 
Incorrect: Tia needs a book. She needs a book to read. 
Correct: Tia needs a book. She needs it to read.  
Incorrect: Iwan is my friend. Iwan is at my house. 
Correct: Iwan is my friend. He is at my house.  
Incorrect: Andi and Rian play volleyball. Them plays volleyball 
every afternoon. 






4. Subjective Pronouns 
A subject pronoun acts as the verb. Its actions as the subject of a 
sentence. William (2005 p.62) states When a noun or pronoun is 
functioning as a subject, it is in the topic in a sentence. It is a pronoun 
form to substitute a noun or a noun phrase as a subject in a sentence. It 
can be a place, person, thing, event, substance, or quality. There are seven 
types of subjective pronouns. They are I, you, we, they, she, he, and it. I, 
you, she, he, and it, are included in the singular form. They are used to 
replace the named person or a noun. Especially, She and he are used to a 
specific appearance. She is used for a feminine appearance, for example, 
mother, sister, aunt, and names female. He is applying to a masculine 
appearance example, father, brother, uncle, and names male. 
Example:   
a.  A feminine appearance: Luna is a good athlete.  
She is a good athlete.  
(The pronoun she replaces Luna)  
The tall young lady is making so 
noisy.  
She is making so noisy. 
(The pronouns she replaces the tall 
young lady)  
b.  A masculine appearance: Your brother was sick.  





(The pronoun he replaces your 
brother) 
John invites watching movies 
tonight. 
He has a good new movie.  
(The pronoun he replaces John) 
They and we are included in a plural form that is used to replace 
nouns or noun phrases as a subject in a sentence.   
Example:     
They: The beans and tomatoes are fresh-picked. 
They are healthy food.  
(The pronoun they replace the beans and tomatoes) 
The clever young children win the science competition. 
They acquire the science competition.  
(The pronoun they replace the clever young children) 
We: My friends and I want to go to the beach next week.  
We want to spend our time there.  
(The pronoun we replace my friends and me) 
My families go to a restaurant once a week. 
We go to a restaurant once a week. 
(The pronoun we replace my families) 
Especially the pronoun you can be included in singular or plural 





singular noun or noun phrase, and you are included as plural form when it 
is placed in plural noun or noun phrase. Therefore, we can use subjective 
pronouns as a subject in a sentence to make it clear. 
 
Example:  I am asked to meet Ms. Rina.  
       Rani says that you should come to Ms. Rina’s room.  
The pronoun you is the indirect sentence is a 
singular form because you refer to me. 
Both of the children were asked to be silent because 
of a special guest coming. 
Mother said that you asked me to study hard 
tonight.  
  you is the indirect sentence that replaces  
both of the children in a plural form. 
5. Objective Pronouns 
An objective pronoun acts as the object of a sentence. Williams 
(2005:62) states When functioning as an object, it is in the objective case, 
It receives the actions of the verb. An objective pronoun is used to replace 
a pronoun of a noun or noun phrase as an object. It can be a plant, thing, 
living animal, or person. There are some kinds of objective pronouns. 
They are me, you, him, her, it, them, and us. 
Me, you, him, her, and it belong to singular form while they and 





sentence because they are affected by an action. Besides, the existences 
always are affected by verbs so that an object relates to the verb. The 
function of objective pronouns can be as a direct object and an indirect 
object.  
Example: 
A direct object:  They invited me last week.  
John speaks to you.  
The money was given to us.  
An indirect object:  My mother gives me the money.  
Marcel talked them all to the circus.  
They tell her a horror story.  
From the examples, we can say that a direct object is an object 
which receives the action of the verb directly. Moreover, an indirect object 
is an object which receives the activity of the verb indirectly. 
B. Relevant Research 
According to Syafi’i (2007 p.122), relevant research is required to 
observe some previous researches conducted by other researchers in which 
they are relevant to our research itself. Besides, it is hoped to analyze what 
the point is focused on information, the designs, and conclusion of the 
previous research, that of: 
1. Netri Yus Indah, (2011), The Students Ability in Using Personal Pronoun 





Muhammadiyah Bangkinang, Faculty of Education and Teacher Training 
of State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau.  
Her thesis focuses on students' ability to use personal pronouns as 
subjects and objects in simple sentences. Some of the students did not 
fully understand the function of personal pronouns taught then also they 
did not know what appropriate personal pronouns should be applied in a 
sentence. In reality, students studied English at Elementary School for 
three and two years at junior high school. However, their proficiency in 
English, especially grammar is still far from the expectation. The 
objectives of this research were to find out the students’ ability in using 
personal pronouns and to know the factors that influence students' ability 
in using personal pronouns.  In this study, the writer took 100% of 30 
students, namely 30 students as a sample.  To obtain the level of the 
students' ability in using the personal pronoun, the writer used the 
following criteria: 





Finally, following the writer's investigation, the student's ability in 
using personal pronouns as subject and object was categorized into fair 





using the personal pronoun as subject and object are: students were not 
interested in learning English, the students did not follow the material 
during the teaching and learning English process, the students did not 
practice their grammar every day, the limitation of English grammar 
books often influences the students in mastering grammar, the students 
never review the lesson at home. 
2. Nur Islami, (2004), The students’ ability in using personal pronoun and 
possessive pronoun at Mts N Naumbai Air tiris. 
In his research, he found out some factors that influenced the 
students' score in understanding grammar, especially in using the personal 
pronoun as subject and object and possessive pronoun.  Firstly; the limited 
time, so the teacher did not have enough time to explain the subject, 
especially for the grammatical rule explanation. Secondly, the students 
were not motivated to study English. Consequently, the students were 
noisy when they were taught about the teacher gave lessons and they never 
cared whether the students understood or not. Thirdly, a large number of 
students in the classroom made it the teacher difficult to manage the class 
well. On the other hand, some of the students said the teacher looked very 
serious, never smiled, and never made such kind of intermezzo. 
In previous research, the writers focus on the factors that 
influenced the students' scores in English text, especially in personal 





writer will only analyze the students' scores in English reading text and 
describe how the students' understanding is based on their scores. 
C. Operational Concept 
According to Syafi’i (2011 p.122), operational concepts are derived 
from related theoretical concepts on all of the variables that should be 
practically and empirically operated in a research paper. It means that it is 
used to explain the theoretical framework to avoid misunderstanding and 
misinterpretation of the research. 
According to Creswell (2003 p.514), research primarily uses the post-
positivist approach to develop knowledge when quantitative research is 
selected (i.e cause and effect thinking, use of measurement and observations, 
and test of theories), employs strategies of inquiry such as experiment and 
surveys, and collects data on predetermined instruments that yield statistical 
data.  
Table II.2 












Describe students' ability in 
understanding personal pronouns 





The researcher fixed the indicator to become guidance in arranging the 
test. The measure is as follows: 
1. The indicators of the understanding of personal pronouns in reading texts 
are: 
a. Personal pronoun as the subject. 
b. Personal pronoun as the object. 






METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 
A. The Research Design  
According to Sugiyono (2012 p.13), descriptive research is research 
conducted to determine the value of the independent variable, either one or 
more variables (independent) unaccompanied with making comparisons or 
making correlations with other variables.  
This means descriptive research was a study conducted to determine a 
variable, besides the variable was one or even more without making a 
comparison or connection with other variables. Quantitative methods 
emphasize objective measurements and the statistical, mathematical, or 
numerical analysis of data collected through polls, questionnaires, and 
surveys, or by manipulating preexisting statistical data using computational 
techniques. The subject of the study was the first-grade students at SMPN 1 
Singingi, while the object of the research was the students’ ability in 
understanding personal pronouns in reading text.  
B. The Location and Time of the Research 
This research was conducted at the first-grade students of SMPN 1 







C. The Subject and the Object of the Research 
The subject of this research was the first-grade students of State 
Junior High School 1 Singingi, Regency of Kuantan Singingi. The object of 
this research was students' understanding of personal pronouns.   
D. The Population and Sample of the Research 
1. Population 
The population represents the entire research subject. Nawawi (2003) 
in Iskandar (2009 p.118) stated that population is a total of subject 
research which can consist of a human being, object, animal, flora, and 
symptom, assess the test or event as a data source owning determined 
characteristics in research. 
According to Sudjana (2005 p. 74), the population is the totality of all 
values which is possible, the result of count/calculation or measurement, 
qualitative hit certain characteristics from all clear and complete corps 
members which are learned by nature. The population of this research was 
the first-grade students at State Junior High School 1 Singingi at Kuantan 
Singingi in the 2019/2020 academic year students' were assumed to have 
the same level of proficiency and the same background. The total numbers 
of first-grade students were 40 students' then it was divided into two 









The population of the first-grade students at SMPN 1 Singingi 
 






According to Sugiyono, a sample is a part or number and 
characteristic possessed by the population. When the population is large, 
and the researchers are not able to learn everything in the population, for 
example, because of the funding, energy, and time, the researchers will 
take samples from that population. What is learned from the sample, the 
conclusion was applied to the population. For that sample taken from the 
population must be representative (Sugiyono, 2011). 
According to Yatim Rianto (1996 p.60), the random cluster 
sampling technique is used when the population found a heterogeneous 
population, which subpopulation is a group cluster that has a 
heterogeneous nature. Cluster sampling refers to a type of sampling 
method. With cluster sampling, the researcher divides the population into 
separate groups, called clusters. Each cluster's population was diverse and 
had a similar distribution of characteristics as the distribution of the 
population as a whole and also covered the entire population. The 
researcher conducted this analysis on data from the sampled clusters. In 
this research, the researcher took 20 students as the sample to analyze the 





pronouns in reading text. The sample of this research was the students in 
class VII.1. Class VII.1 was the representation of the entire population and 
the researcher randomly selecting and sampling from clusters. 
Table III.2 
Sample of the first-grade students at SMPN 1 Singingi 
 
 Class Number of students 
VII.1 20 
 
E. The Techniques of Collecting Data 
The instrument of this research was a test to analyze students' mastery 
of grammar, especially about personal pronouns. The test was constructed 
based on the text, which consisted of 2 texts. The first test consists of 13 
items, then the second text consists of 7 items. So, there were 20 questions for 
this research. The material of the test was taken from the students' English 
book for junior high school and English Pronoun Worksheet. The test was 
administered in 45 minutes. The first 30 minutes was used to answer the 
questions and the rest was used to read the text. According to Harris (1969 
p.64) in answering the reading test, one minute is enough for one item. 
Table III.3 
Blue Print of Students' Pronouns 
 
No Indicators Number 
1 Personal pronoun as subject (I, It, We, I, It). 1, 2, 4, 11, 16 
2 Personal pronoun as the object (Her, Her, Her, 
Me, Him, Him, Me, Her, Us, Him Us). 
5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 
14, 15, 18, 19, 20 
3 The personal pronoun is a possessive adjective 
(His, His, His, Our). 






The researcher analyzed the data obtained by the data collection 
techniques. The researcher used the reading test, the research intended to 
describe the current condition by collecting the data from the reading test to 
know the students' understanding of personal pronouns. Then, to classify 
the scores obtained by the students, the researcher was establishing five 
categories: Very Good, Good, Enough, Less, and Fail. 
Table III.4 
The Classification of Students’ Score 
 
Score Categories 





(Adapted from Arikunto,2009 p.223) 
The researcher used this classification to know the level of ability of 
understanding personal pronouns. The students got Very Good if this score 
reaches 80 - 100. This score meant the students easily mastery level the 
vocabulary. If the students were in the range 30-39 the level of ability falls 
into FAIL. It meant the students' understanding of personal pronouns was 
low.  
The percentage of the students who can answer the test correctly is 




      
Where: 





X = Number of frequency 
N = The Number of Students 





 CHAPTER V 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION 
A. The Conclusion 
In this research, the researcher focused on finding out how the ability 
of the first-grade students of SMPN 1 Singingi in personal pronouns in the 
reading text was. The data presentation and data analysis in chapter IV 
described that the total scores of the students' test were 1545 and the mean 
score range of the students' ability in using personal pronouns in the reading 
text was 77.25. Based on the calculation, 10 students (50%) were classified 
into VERY GOOD, 7 students (35%) were classified into a GOOD level, 1 
student (5%) was classified into ENOUGH level, 2 students (10%) were 
classified into LESS level and none of the students was classified into FAIL 
level. In addition, the researcher concluded the personal pronoun in using 
reading text was categorized into a GOOD level. 20 students of SMPN 1 
Singingi participated in this research. 
B. Suggestions 
Some suggestions can be taken based on the findings and discussion of 
this study, especially for English teachers, the students, and other researchers 
to enrich the knowledge of personal pronouns. Hopefully, those suggestions 







1. For English Teachers 
The teachers should give more portions of teaching personal 
pronouns in learning grammar. They can use various ways in teaching the 
lesson. For example, they can teach personal pronouns by using things 
surrounding the class. Furthermore, they can use personal pronouns in 
daily communication with the students when they teach them genre. The 
pronouns lesson can be inserted in the genre lesson. In addition, they can 
give the students some exercises of personal pronouns in written text or 
spoken activity. The teachers give the students the written exercises when 
they learn genres. The exercises could be in the form of "belongs to" or 
"refers to" questions. For spoken exercises, they can give the students a 
game question-answer. 
2. For the students 
It is suggested for the students to ask the teacher if they find some 
difficulties with personal pronouns. Moreover, they can ask and discuss 
the difficulties with other students. They can join discussion activities. 
Furthermore, they can practice personal pronouns in daily activities when 
they are talking with their friends or others. In addition, they can improve 
their abilities in using personal pronouns by reading English books, 








3. For other researchers  
Anyone who wants to research personal pronouns can read this 
study. This study presents some knowledge about personal pronouns that 
may be needed by other researchers. I hope that this study would help 
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3.1 Mengidentifikasi fungsi 
sosial, struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan teks 
interaksi interpersonal lisan 
dan tulis yang melibatkan 
tindakan  menyapa, 
berpamitan, mengucapkan 






 Fungsi sosial 
Menyapa, berpamitan, 
berterimakasih, 




guru dan teman. 
 Struktur teks 








- Ucapan, tekanan 
kata, intonasi, ejaan, 




fungsi sosial, struktur 
teks, dan unsur 
kebahasaan teks 
interaksi interpersonal 
lisan dan tulis dengan 
teman dan guru. 
3.1.2 Membedakan fungsi 
sosial, struktur teks, 
dan unsur kebahasaan 
teks interaksi 
interpersonal lisan dan 
tulis dengan memberi 
dan meminta 
informasi terkait 
dengan teks interaksi 
interpersonal. 
 





















dengan guru dan 
teman secara alami 
di dalam dan di 
luar kelas. 
 


















 Tes Tertulis 





3.2 Mengidentifikasi fungsi 
sosial, struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan teks 





 Menyimak dan 
menirukan 
beberapa contoh 
3 Pertemuan  Kementerian 
Pendidikan 
dan 
 Tes Tertulis 












interaksi transaksional lisan 
dan tulis yang melibatkan 
tindakan memberi dan 
meminta informasi terkait 
jati diri, pendek dan 
sederhana, sesuai dengan 
konteks penggunaannya. 
Perhatikan unsur 
kebahasaan dan kosa kata 






 Struktur teks  




 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Sebutan anggota 
keluarga inti dan 
yang lebih luas dan 
orang-orang dekat 
lainnya 
- Verba: be, have, go, 
work, live (dalam 
simple present 
tense) 
- Subjek Pronoun: I, 
You, We, They, He, 
She, It 
- Kata ganti 
possessive my, your, 
his, dsb. 
memperkenalkan  jati 
diri 
3.2.2 Mengidentifikasi 
fungsi social teks lisan 































3.3 Mengidentifikasi fungsi 
sosial, struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan teks 
interaksi transaksional lisan 
dan tulis yang melibatkan 
tindakan memberi dan 
meminta informasi terkait 
nama hari, bulan, nama 
waktu dalam hari, waktu 
dalam bentuk angka, 
tanggal, dan tahun, sesuai 
dengan konteks 





 Struktur teks  








hari, waktu, tanggal 




number dan ordinal 
number 
4.1.1 Melakukan tindak 
 Menyimak dan 
menirukan 
pemaparan tentang 




hari, bulan, nama 
waktu dalam hari, 
waktu dalam 
bentuk angka, 
tanggal, dan tahun 












 Tes Tertulis 

















(Perhatikan kosa kata 
terkait angka kardinal dan 
ordinal) 
 
 Unsur kebahasaan 
- Pernyataan dan 
pertanyaan terkait 
hari, bulan, nama 
waktu dalam hari, 
waktu dalam bentuk 
angka, tanggal, dan 
tahun 
- Angka ordinal 
dengan the untuk 
menyebut tanggal 
(lisan): a.l. the first, 
the second, the 
twenty third, the 
thirty first of May) 
- Angka ordinal tanpa 
the untuk menyebut 
tanggal (lisan): a.l. 
1st, 2nd, 23rd, of 
May) 
- Waktu (lisan): at 
one, at ten to seven, 
at a quarter past 
eight 
- Waktu (tulis): 
01:00;02:15; 06:50; 
08:15 
- Preposisi untuk in 
(bulan, tahun, waktu 
dalam hari), on (hari 
dan tanggal), at 




dengan percaya diri 
 Menyebutkan 
semua nama hari, 
bulan, tanggal 1-
31, waktu, bagian 
hari, tahun dengan 
ucapan dan 
tekanan kata yang 
benar, satu per 
satu. 





 Menanyakan hari, 













3.4 Mengidentifikasi fungsi 
sosial, struktur teks, dan 
unsur kebahasaan teks 
interaksi transaksional lisan 















 Tes Tertulis 













dan tulis yang melibatkan 
tindakan memberi dan 
meminta informasi terkait 
nama dan jumlah binatang, 
benda, dan bangunan 
publik yang dekat dengan 
kehidupan peserta didik 
sehari-hari, sesuai dengan 
konteks penggunaannya. 
(Perhatikan unsur 
kebahasaan dan kosa kata 
terkait article a dan the, 




bangunan umum di 
lingkungan sekitar. 
 Struktur teks  




 Unsur kebahasaan 




- Penyebutan benda 
dengan a, the, 
bentuk jamak (-s) 
- Penggunaan kata 
penunjuk this, that, 
these, those ... 
- Preposisi untuk in, 
on, under untuk 
menyatakan tempat 
dan jumlah binatang, 
benda, dan bangunan 










tekanan kata yang 
benar 
 Bertanya jawab 
tentang beberapa 
benda di dalam 

















































My family is my best family ever. My family is my friend that I/ My have ever known. I am 
gratefull to have family like my lovely family. My family consist of four people. It/He is a little 
family. There are my father, my mother, my brother, and I. My father’s name is Nursidik. He is 
about 50 years old. His/He job is a teacher. He is kind, hard work, and patient. My father’s 
weight is about 60 kg. My father always help me when Our/We need help. 
 
My mother is the best one. Her/She name is Siti Khotiah. She is about 40 years old. She is a 
patient woman, friendly and calm. She is a teacher too. Almost her students loving She/Her 
because of her patience. She is the best chef ever. She/Her foods are always delicious. 
 
Then, I have my little brother. His/He name is Dani. He is a humorous person. He is taller than 
Me/I. Whereas, he is 15 years old. He is about 6 years younger than me. He is very naughty, but 
I like He/Him, he is the best listener. If I have a mistake Me/I tell Him/His, and He/His solved 






My sisters and I 
 
Hello! Iam Femi. Can you see me in the picture? 
 
My sisters are with Me/My. They are Aqila and 
Aisyah. Aqila is taller than Aisyah, but I am taller 
than Her/She. Aqila is the youngest. She is in primary 
one. We attend the same school. It/Its is not far from 
Us/Our house. My dad takes Us/Our to school. He is 
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